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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PARM, PPOR, NZ, XP 

SUBJECT: SOUTH PACIPIC NUCLEAR PREE ZONE (SPNPZ) 

REF: STATE 212321 

1 . IN ACCORDANCE WITH PARA 5 OP THE REFERENCED TELEGRAM, 

WE SOUGHT UK VIEWS ON SPNFZ. UK MISSION OPPICER, DAVID 
LOGAN, INPORMED US ON SEPTEMBER 1 1 THAT WHILE THE UK IS 

NOT OPPOSED TO LAND BASED NUCLEAR FREE ZONES, THE LIKELIHOOD 
THAT THE SPNPZ WILL ENCOMPASS LARGE OCEAN AREAS CREATES 
SERIOUS PROBLEMS FROM THEM. THE UK WISHES TO SAPEGUARD 
THE RIGHT OP AREA PASSAGE ON THE HIGH SEAS AND THE RIGHT 
TO INTRODUCE WAR SHIPS INTO THE AREA. 

2. LOGAN FURTHER INPORMED US THAT THE GOVERNMENT OP 
AUSTRALIA HAS TOLD THE BRITISH THAT THEY WILL VOTE FOR 
THE SPNPZ RESOLUTION BUT WILL NOT SPEAK IN PAVOR 
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3. LOGAN TOLD US THAT IN THE COURSE OF A CALL BY A MEMBER 
OF THE NEW ZEALAND HIGH COMMISSION IN LONDON ON HEAD 

OF UK ARMS CONTROL DEPARTMENT JOHN EDMONDS IN MID-AUGUST, 
EDMONDS COMMUNICATED THE VIEW THAT WHILE THE UK IS 
GENERALLY SYMPATHETIC TO THE CONCEPT OF NUCLEAR FREE 
ZONES, THEY HAVE ESTABLISHED CERTAIN BASIC PRINCIPLES 
WHICH IN THEIR VIEW SHOULD BE SATISFIED IF A NUCLEAR FREE 
ZONE IS TO WORK EFFECTIVELY (THESE ARE THE STANDARD UK 
PRINCIPLES WHICH ARE QUITE SIMILAR TO OUR OWN.) SPEAKING 
PERSONALLY EDMONDS STATED THAT THE BRITISH 
MINISTERS "WOULD NOT WANT TO OPPOSE A NEW ZEALAND 
RESOLUTION ON THE SUBJECT BUT THE REAL SNAG ABOUT THE 
PROPOSAL WAS THAT THE INTENDED ZONE WOULD INCLUDE 
CONSIDERABLE AREAS OF THE HIGH SEAS. THIS POSED GREAT 
PRACTICAL PROBLEMS OF DEFINITION, VERIFICATION AND 
POLICING." LOGAN CONTINUED THAT EDMONDS WENT ON THE 
RECORD TO SAY THAT IF THE PROPOSED SPNFZ EMBRACED A NUMBER OF 
COUNTRIES (SUCH AS INDONESIA AND SINGAPORE) THAT WERE 
NOT PARTIES TO THE NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION TREATY, THIS WOULD 
"LEAVE A NASTY HOLE IN THE ARRANGEMENT." 

4. LOGAN PROMISED TO GET BACK TO US IN A FEW DAYS WHEN HE 
EXPECTED TO HAVE A MORE ELABORATE STATEMENT OF THE UK POSITION 
ON THE SPNFZ. 

5. WE HAVE SCHEDULED A MEETING WITH THE FRENCH 
FOR MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 15. 

MOYNIHAN 
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